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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



Yoshihiro FUKANO et al - 



In re the application of 



RECEIVED 
CENTRAL FAX CENTER 

MAR 1 7 2005 



U.S. Serial No. 10/706,945 



Group Art Unit: 3679 



Filing Date: November 14 , 2003 



Examiner: A. Dunwoody 



Title: 



TUBE JOINT 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 CFR § 
1.56, the attached form and document (s) indicate information of 
which the applicant (s) has/have recently become aware which may 
be relevant to the above-identified application. 

The information is in the form of references that have been 
cited in a corresponding Office Action from the Chinese Patent 
Office, dated December 24, 2004, as a foreign counterpart 
application to the present application. A copy of the Chinese 
Office Action, which cites the following two references, is 
enclosed. 

(1) Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication No. 11-1827 51 
published on July 6, 1999 

(2) Chinese Patent Application Publication No. CN 1266964, 
published on September 20, 2 000 
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A copy of citation (1) was previously submitted to the 
USPTO in an earlier information disclosure statement. 
Accordingly, only citation (2) is attached, together with its 
corresponding U,S, Patent No. 6,283,443 to serve as an English 
language translation thereof. 

The Examiner is requested to indicate consideration of this 
information by initialing and returning a copy of the Information 
Disclosure Citation form (PTO-1449) attached herewith. 



By signing below, the undersigned certifies that each item of 
information contained in this information disclosure 
statement was first cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more 
than three months prior to the filing of this information 
disclosure statement. 

This information is being submitted after receipt of a 
final Office Action, but before termination of proceedings in the 
present application ♦ Accordingly, in view of the 37 CFR § 
1.97(e) statement above, consideration of this information is 
proper and required with payment of the IDS fee ($180.00). This 
fee may be charged to the Attorney's Deposit Account No. 07-2519. 
Should any other fees be considered due in connection with this 
or any accompanying communication, such fees may also be charged 
to Deposit Account No. 07-2519, 



Statement Under 37 CFR § 1.97(a) 



Respectfully submitted, 




Paul A. Guss 

Attorney for Applicants 

Reg. No. 33,099 



CS-31-031114 
775 S. 23rd St. #2 
Arlington, VA 22202 
(703) 486-2710 



2 
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PTCVSB/DBA (08-03) 
Approved for uao ihrough 07/31/2006. OMB 06S1-0031 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under tho Papery/or* Reduction Act of 1995. no persona are reqiiirprl to raannnrt to a ootlectton of Information unless it contain* 9 **W OMB control number. 



Subeffcute for form 144»PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

fU*f • j many shunts bs nvcv***ty) 



Complete if Known 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



Fir&t Nam^d invemtor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number "CS-3 1-0311 14 



10/706,945 



11-14-2QQ3 



Yoshihiro FUKANO et al. 



3679 



A, Punwoody 



V stiBflt H 



T7TT 



U. S PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Iniliab- 


Cite 
No.' 


Decuman! Number 


Pubtioation Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Name of Patentee Of 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Page*, coiumna. Lines. Where 
Relevant Passage* or Retevam 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind code t ' ,w * 






us " 6,283,443 


09-04-2001 


Taneya 


_~ 






US- 












us- 
























us- 












U3- 












us- 












US- 












US* 












US- 












us- 












ua- 












US- 
























~us- 












us- 












US- 












US" 












US- 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


MENTS 


Examiner 
Inttfaaia* 


Cite 
No. 1 


Fore ton Patent Document 


Publication 
Date 
MM-DD-YYYY 


. Nome of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Pages, Columns. Lines, 
Where Relevant Peaaagea 
Or Relevant FlflUW Appear 




Country Code* Xtarfcer 4 TCrrd Code* UFknwm) 






CN 1 266964 


09-20-2000 






✓ 





































































Signature 

"EXAMINER: Initial rf reference considered, whether or not citation S 



Date 



if not in Por1wTTwnc8 and not 



conformance wan mPEP 609. Draw fine through crtalKxHr not in t ... 
considered. Inctude copy of this form with next communication to applicant. ' Applicant's unique citation devastation number (optional). ' See Kinds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at www.uBDioaov or rVPEP 001.04. 4 Enter Office mat issued the document, by the tmo4eftef code (WIPO Standard ST. 7). For 
Japanese paiem documents, (he indication of the year of the reign of the Empeior must precede the eertal number of the patent document. Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 ff possible. *AppDcarri Is to place a check mark here if EngEsh language 
Translation attached. 

This ccBcdion of ^formation to required by 37 CFR 1 37 and 1 .98. The Information is required to obtain or retain a benefit by the punfic vAich is to fib (and by tho 
USPTO to process) an application. Confide nt'M By is governed by 35 USC. 122 and 37 CF» 1.14. Thla collection la estimated to take 2 hour* to eompWe. 
tnctidlng gatheriig, preparing, and submitting the completed appfcation farm to the USPTO. Tim© w* vary depending upon the individual case. Any comment* 
on the amount of time you require to complete thto form and/or suggestion* for reducing thla burden, should be sent to the Chief information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Boa 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313.1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO TrtS ADDRESS. SEND 
TO: Commissioner for Pftttftts, P.O. Boor. 1450, Alexandria* VA 22313*1 450. 

// you need assistance in completing the form, can 1-$00~PTO-9199 (1-BO0-78G-9 199) and soled option Z 
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PTCVSB/08A (06-03) 
Approved for use through 07/31/2006. OMB 06514XO1 
U.S. PateiH and Trademark Office; U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Under the Pape rwork Rod u die* Act oMMS. no pernor* are required to respond to a collection of information unless * PQHplna a valid OMB control number . 



Subacute for form 1449/PTO 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(Use A* many a/wete as nmiaary) 
I Of 11 



Start I 1 



omptete if Known 



Application Number 



Fifing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 
Attorney Docket NumbeT 



10/706,945 



11-14-2003 



Yoshihlno FUKANO et a). 



3679 

A. Dunwobdy 



14 



a 4. Latent documents 


Examiner 
mftieb* 


Cite 
No.' 


Document Number 


rUDiCQuOn U9T9 

MM-DD-YYYY 


PI9IITTB Of roWiUW \M 

Applicant or Clad Document 


Pages, Column*, LiAft*, Where 
Relevant Passes or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


Number-Kind Code' f '" ,cw, 






^"6,283.443 


09-04-2001 


Taneya 








US- 












us- 












us. 












US- 












US* 












US- 












US- 












LI S- 












us- 












us- 












us- 












us. 












us- 












us- 












us- 












US- 












US- 












us. 









FOREIGN PATENT DOCU 


ME NTS 


Examiner 
Initiate' 


cao 

No.' 


Foreign Pe,tent Document 


Publication 
Dele 
MM-DD-YYYY 


of Patentee or 
AppGeant of Cited Document 


Pagee. coiumna, Lines, 
Where Relevant Peerage* 
Or Relevant Figures Appear 




Country CooV-Nurrfcef'-Mnd CooV (/>/k»^t> 






CN 1266964 


09-20-2000 






✓ 









































































r Examiner 




Date 




1 Signature 




Considered 





considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to appflcant ' Applteant'e unique citation designation number (optional). See Kwds Codes of 
USPTO Patent Documents at MpttJBBttLflSM or MPEP 901.04. 3 Enter Office that tsaued me document, by the two-tettar code (WIPO Standard ST-3). For 
Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of me reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the patent document. 6 Kind of document by 
the appropriate symbols a& Indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 15 I poeamle. Apptlcani is to place a check rrtarx here if English bnguago 
Translation is attached. 

This collection of Herniation is required by 37 CFR 1.07 and 1 .08. The information is reqinredto obtain or retain a benefit by the public which le lo rile (and by the 
USPTO to process) an eppteBon. Confidentially la governed by 35 U£.C. 122 and 37 CFR 1.14. This eeaeetlon le estimated to taJce 2 hours to comptete. 
incbdlng gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time wil von/ depending upon the individual case. Any comments 
on the amount of time you require to complete thte rorm and/or eugoesdons for reducing tms burden, should be sent Id the Chief Information Officer. U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SCND 
TO: Commissioner for Patent*, P.O. Bear 1450, Alexandria, VA 2231 VI 450. 

If you need assistance In completing the form, caB 1-8QQ-PTQ-9199 (1-800-76&-9199) end select option 2. 
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